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The Town of Brant retains the name 
of a Western New York Indian Chief, 
Joseph Brant. Brant, who lived from 
1742 to 1807, was one of the best 
known and bravest of the Indian chiefs 
who roamed the land in Western New 
York and beyond at the time of the 
American Revolution. He was a Mo- 
hawk, one of the tribes of the Iroquois 
Federation, making his headquarters 
most of the time at Fort Niagara. 


He was loyal to the British and was 
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educated in English mission schools. 
Later he was commissioned a colonel 
in the British Army. It was his in- 
fluence that did much to hold the Six 
Nations of the Iroquois loyal to Britain 
at the time of the Revolutionary War. 
He was known, also, as being humane 
and tolerant of his enemies and much 
opposed to the atrocities sometimes 
practiced by the Indians. 


Brant attended conferences between 
the Indians of the Cattaraugus Reserva- 
tion and the Ogden Land Company, an 
organization which purchased large 
tracts of Western New York land from 


the Holland Land Company in 1835. 
The Company negotiated with the In- 
dians to purchase part of their Reserva- 
tion. 


In 1826 a tract of land was ceded by 
treaty to the Ogden Company. This 
was adjacent to the north side of the 
Cattaraugus Reservation, and here a 
tract was surveyed a mile wide and six 
miles long. This extended from the 
west to east ends of the Reservation. 
Another tract was also laid out, a mile 
square, lying south of the eastern end 
of the first tract. ‘lhese areas were 
named the Mile Strip and the Mile 
Block. This area later became a part 
of Brant along with the small section 
of the Reservation. 


The Mile Strip was divided into 38 
lots, in two tiers, the north section be- 
ing numbcred from east to west, one 
to 19. The southern tier was numbered 
back from 20 to 38. The Mile Block 
was also divided into lots, and both 
tracts were offered for sale to any in- 
terested farmers. 


A straight road was laid out through 
the Mile Strip and the lots were sold. 
Later the Mile Block was similarily 
treated. Today two of the main roads 
in the Town of Brant are the Mile 
Block and the Mile Strip, both in the 
heart of the fruit and vegetable-grow- 
ing area and settled by prosperous 
farmers. Well paved, they are busy 
roads with much traffic for Brant and 
adjoining towns. 


When Erie County was formed on 
April 2, 1821, what is Brant today had 
just become a part of the newly created 
Town of Evans which had been cut 
from the larger Town of Evans in 
March of the same year. It was not 
until March 25, 1839, that the Town of 


Brant was created by the New York 
State Legislature. 


A town board was organized in 
Brant, and the first supervisor, Jona- 
than Hascall, Jr., was elected. Moses 
White was the first town clerk. Hascall 
had been a supervisor in Evans before 
Brant was set up and retained this 
office for 14 years after his election in 
Brant. 


Brant, in the southwest corner of 
Erie County, is bordered on the north 
by Evans, on the east by North Collins, 
on the south by Chautauqua County 
and the Cattaraugus Creek, and on 
the west by Lake Erie. 


From its beginning, Brant has al- 
ways been a farming community. The 
first white settler was Moses Tucker, a 
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Quaker, who bought a farm in Brant in 
1816, a little later than some of the 
early pioneers of other nearby towns. 
He sold this very soon to Amos Stick- 
ney. Within the next few years, several 
other families moved into the area near 
the original “Pucker farm. 


The farmers found that their land 
was admirably suited to the growing of 
small fruits and vegetables. This type 
of farming was to predominate in the 
town for all time. This type of agri- 
culture attracted more and more set- 
tlers, and in time led to other related 
industries in the town. 


In time Brant became known for its 
strawberries throughout Western New 
York. In 1956, the farmers of Brant 
decided to hold a festival during straw- 
berry time, about mid-June. Some 
40,000 visitors came each year to the 
festival, eating and buying strawberries, 
and strawberry products. As time went 
on, this event assumed more of a carni- 
val nature and was extended to three 
days. Meals were served, there were 
carnival-type amusements, a young king 
and queen were chosen each year, and, 
of course, there were thousands of 
quarts of strawberries available. How- 
ever, during the past few years, the 
production of strawberries on the Brant 
farms has decreased, making it difficult 
to meet some of the demands of the 
festival. Accordingly. it was decided 
that in 1971, there would be no festival. 


The growing of small fruits and vege- 
tables meant hard work throughout the 
spring and summer seasons. The fields 
had to be prepared, vines and plants 
cared for. and the produce picked and 
packed in season, all of which required 
a great number of transient laborers. 
Before the days of automobiles and 
railroads, the transient laborers came 
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from Buffalo to the farms in the spring 
and stayed until the work was done in 
the fall. To accommodate all these 
people, living quarters had to be pro- 
vided. On every sizeable farm could be 
seen rows of “shacks.” some well-built 
with a degree of comfort, but many 
others, very crude. 


It was common for an entire family 
to move to a farm for the season — 
mother, father, and several children. 
All who were able worked, and the 
combined wages of such a family some- 
times meant that this was their entire 
earnings for the year. Each spring, 
they would return for another season’s 
work. 


In the early 1900's, many of these 
transients were Italians who settled in 
among the original German settlers. 
They were attracted to this kind of 
work because of its similarity to labors 
in their native Italy where they had 
been experienced fruit farmers. Many 
Italians worked in the Brant-based Erie 
Preserving Company. Today many of 
Brant’s leading citizens bear Italian 
names from these families who did so 
much to build the town into the suc- 
cessful, rich community it is today. 


The first sawmill in Brant was built 
in 1822 by Samuel Butts, who had 
moved into town from Hamburg in 
1820. For several years, this remained 
the only industry of its kind in the 
town. Butts was a true philanthropist 
and helped Brant in many ways. 


Other early industries in the town 
were a vinegar factory, several cheese 
factories, blacksmiths, and later there 
were greenhouses. One of these was 
opened by John C. Winters in 1908. 
He sold young vegetable plans to the 
farmers. A few years later a large green- 
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house was established by S. A. Ander- 
son, who specialized in flower plants 
and cut flowers. His floral shop in 
Buffalo was supplied from his Brant 
greenhouses and had a wide circle of 
customers for many years. Wineries 
and canneries were also to find a place 
in the area’s economy. 


In Farnham there was one industry 
which was of considerable importance 
in its day. This was the Sprague Corn 
Sheller Manufacturing Company. The 
plant made machines that removed 
green corn from the cob and made it 
ready for quick processing in canneries. 
It was burned in 1896 and never was 
rebuilt. 


About 1876 the Erie Preserving 
Company, which was the first canning 
factory in Erie County, operated five 
plants, one of which was in Buffalo and 


another in North Collins. The com- 
pany built a branch in Brant. The 
president of this company was Benja- 
min Fenton, and a small hamlet near 
the factory became known for a time 
as Fenton. This plant remained in op- 
eration for several years, only to be 
abandoned after it was destroyed by 
fire. It provided a source of income for 
the farmers and employment for many 
people in the area. Among these em- 
ployees were some of the Italian fami- 
lies who were then living in the town, 
as well as a few French families who 
settled there briefly. 


This company started operations 
while it was still necessary to cut the 
fruit and vegetables by hand prepara- 
tory to canning. Soon, however, ma- 
chines were available for this purpose 
and were installed at considerable ex- 
pense to the company. The Erie Pre- 


serving Company became widely 
known, and at one time shipped its 
cans of fruit and vegetables to markets 
in many countries of the world. It 
contracted for hundreds of acres of 
corn and other products for its canning 
business. 


Two other small canneries operated 
briefly in Brant, both located on Gran- 
nis Road. These were the LoGrasso 
factory and the Ellis Canning Com- 
pany. The latter was destroyed by fire 
in 1924. The name of Grannis Road 
was later changed to Ellis Road. For a 
few years, there was also another plant 
in Farnham called the Great Lakes 
Packing Company, now gone. 


Samuel Butts donated the land for 
District School No. | in Brant. This 
was a one-room school, centrally heated 
by a big stove, cared for, as was the 
whole school, by either a pupil who 
acted as janitor, or by the teacher. 
Teachers’ salaries were very small in 
those days. It has been noted that in 
1848 a teacher received the “fine” 
amount of $14.48 a month. By 1873 
this amount had been increased to 
$17.25 a month. 


A new, more modern two-room grade 
school was erected in 1892 and another 
in 1907. An addition was later built 
on to this school, making it a four- 
room structure. The building was later 
sold and remodeled into a home. Since 
1950 all Brant schools have been affili- 
ated with Lake Shore Central which 
also includes the Town of Evans. Ele- 
mentary, secondary, and special voca- 
tional school education is provided for 
students from these towns. 


Samuel Butts also donated land for 
a Methodist Church in 1866. The first 
church services were actually held as 
early as 1820, but there was no specified 


building. A Methodist society had 
been formed about 1841 and a Baptist 
about 1843 and both wanted a church 
building. The Methodists, therefore, 
erected a church on the land donated 
by Butts, and for a time both the 
Methodists and the Baptists shared this 
building. These societies disbanded 
about 1920, and the church building 
was made into the present Brant Town 
Hall. The few members left of these 
church societies, for the most part, now 
attend services in Angola churches. 


About 1861, an Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church, called St. Cross, was or- 
ganized in Farnham. As so often hap- 
pens, there was dissension among the 
members, and a second congregation 
was formed. The older one persevered 
and built a church in 1882. The newer 
society also built a church that later 
burned and was rebuilt in 1931. The 
newest church in Brant is the Roman 
Catholic Church of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, organized in 1906. 


Brant is well-known for its two beau- 
uful parks. One is the Evangola State 
Park along Lake Erie which is largely 
in the Town of Brant with a small sec- 
tion in the Town of Evans. There was 
considerable controversy over the nam- 
ing of this park, as Brant residents felt 
that their name should be a part of the 
title. Evangola gets its name from the 
Town of Evans and the Village of An- 
gola in Evans. 


But Brant has another park, all its 
own, on the Brant Farnham Road, 
which is very popular. They call this 
the Brant Family Recreation Area, and 
great expense and work have gone into 
its organization. It has an excellent 
swimming pool, cook-out areas, a base- 
ball diamond, tennis courts, and space 
for other sports. It is in continual use 
throughout the summer months for 


picnics and other outdoor activities 
loved by old and young alike. 


A fact unknown to many Brant resi- 
dents is that the town once had a toll 
road. This was the old plank Versailles 
Road built in 1835, and the toll was 
- collected in Pontic, a town no longer 
on the map. This was the corner of 
what is today the Versailles Road (not 
plank for many years) where it meets 
the Brant-North Collins Road. At one 
time, there was a small hotel called the 
Old Field Stand Inn at this corner, and 


this was a stage stop in the days before 
the railroad. 


The telephone came into Brant 
about 1900. At first, the line ran only 
from the Fenton factory to the Lehley 
store, but was later continued on to the 
Erie Preserving Company in Farnham. 
Natural gas and electric lines were in- 
stalled in Brant about 1913, although 
the electric lines were not placed in 
rural areas until 1924. 


Farnham had a disastrous fire on 
September 18, 1899. Almost the entire 
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business section of the village was wiped 
out. The loss was placed at around 
$250,000, a large amount in those days. 
Among the valuable pieces of property 
lost were the Erie Preserving Com- 
pany’s big cannery, a hotel, a depart- 
ment and hardware store, and some 20 
houses. At that time, there was no 
volunteer fire department in the town, 
and the fire raged until all in its path 
was destroyed. 

Migrant or transient labor 1s still of 
vital importance to Brant farmers. 
True, machines for bean-picking and 


other farm needs have cut their em- 
ployment, but there is still much to be 
done by hand. The laborers coming in 
today are for the most part Puerto 
Rican. When these men first came to 
the area, often under contract, they 
lived in a special camp arranged for 
them. At the end of the season, they 
often returned to Puerto Rico. Most 
left their families at home in Puerto 
Rico. Even that is changing in 1971. 
Puerto Ricans are the most recent im- 
migrants who are finding homes in 
Brant. 


Many Puerto Rican men found em- 
ployment in steel plants, automobile 
factories and other places during the 
winter months when there was little 
agricultural work. Some of the families 
have become landowners themselves. 


The Town of Brant has made efforts 
to help the Puerto Rican families to ad- 
just to their new environment. Farn- 
ham School in Brant began, in 1965, 
a school program offering food, health 
care, recreation, and education to Ne- 
gro and Puerto Rican migrant chil- 
dren. In the schools of the area where 
there are Puerto Rican families, Span- 
ish is now a regular language course. 


Today Brant is still one of the coun- 
try’s largest ‘‘berry patches,” although 
of late the cultivation of the fruit has 
somewhat decreased. It is still a mam- 
moth “garden,” however, with its hun- 
dreds of acres devoted to the growing of 
beans and tomatoes and other vege- 
tables in addition to the berries. Brant 
also has some beautiful vineyards. The 
population of the town is 2,290. Its 
two volunteer fire departments and its 
several police officers are well accepted 
for the efficient services they render. 


In every way possible, Brant is a con- 
genial member of the Erie County 
roster of towns. 
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